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ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING
The first official Members' Meeting of the   

Friends of the Bennington Battlefield took place on 
March 3, 2019, at the Louis Miller Museum in 
Hoosick Falls. As an officially incorporated non-
profit entity, the Friends will hold an annual meeting 
hereafter to which all paid members will be invited 
to attend.

The first order of business was the election 
of officers. They are as follows: Peter Schaaphok, 
President; Jonah Spivak, Vice President, Joyce 
Brewer, Treasurer, and Phyllis Chapman, Secretary,  
voted in by acclamation. Terms of office were 
established for lengths of service in order to prevent 
all officers having to be re-elected at once. They are: 
Peter as President, Joyce as Treasurer, and Phyllis as 
Secretary, 1 year, Jonah as Vice President, 2 years.

The new Board will consist of seven 
members; four officers and three Trustees at Large. 
These positions will be filled as possible candidates 
are contacted and agree to serve.

It was also agreed that an Advisory Board be 
created of interested people to give input and 
background information to the Board from time to 
time. They would serve as advisors only, and have 
no vote on Board decisions.

 Several members from the communities 
nearby attended the meeting, and were afforded the 
opportunity to become members by paying the 
annual dues. Anyone interested in becoming a 
member will find the form and information at the 
end of this newsletter.

SIGNAGE PROJECT UPDATE

The Friends were recently awarded a 
Parks and Trails New York (PTNY) grant. This 
grant will fund the design and production of a 
series of interpretive signs to be placed through 
the battlefield at locations that were previously 
uninterpreted and unmarked.

The grant provides funding for new 
interpretive signs to be located at various 
important features on the Battlefield. A total of 
seven signs have been proposed, ranging from 
24”x36” to 30”x84” in size with text and graphics 
designed to engage visitors' general interests.

A preliminary map of locations has been 
drawn, and a list of possible topics to be 
illustrated and discussed. Once decided upon, the 
content will be drafted by Parks staff and the 
Friends in collaboration, designs will be 
completed by a professional graphic design 
company and the signs installed.

Young visitors exploring the relief map. 



  

Educational Programs at the Battlefield

“...to conduct educational programs, services and activities....for its members and especially for local schools and the public 
at large.”  -  From the mission statement, Friends of the Bennington Battlefield

SPRING FIELD TRIPS TO THE BATTLEFIELD

Fourth Graders Live History at the Bennington Battlefield
By Katie Brownell

Hoosick Falls Central School Fourth Grade held its Living History Colonial Day at the Bennington 
Battlefield on Friday June 7th. Students prepared for their visit to the Battlefield through studying 
colonialism in New York, and the American Revolutionary War, with particular emphasis on the battles of 
Bennington and Saratoga. Students were encouraged to attend the field trip in 18th Century costume, where 
they learned about life two hundred years ago through hands on activities. 

                    Dancing 18th century style   Home-made doughnuts!               Look sharp, troops!

Students participated in open fire cooking, sampling their baking skills, militia marching and 
drilling, cannon firing simulation, 18th Century children’s games, lessons in etiquette, and dancing. The 
weather was beautiful, and everyone had a great time through hands on learning! The students of Hoosick 
Falls are indeed lucky to have such a historically significant location in their own community.
…....................................................................................................................................................................... 

MOUNT ANTHONY MIDDLE SCHOOL
7th GRADE

        Peter Schaaphok demonstrates the musket. Bob Hoar explaining the Battle

Mount Anthony Middle School seventh grade students visited the Battlefield on May 16, 2019 as 
part of their Local History unit in Social Studies. 



Educational Programs at the Battlefield
(cont.)

BERLIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

On Thursday, June 19, we welcomed four classes from Berlin to the battlefield. This was the first of 
what we hope will be many visits from the students there. The kids took in the history and importance of the 
battle, considered the decisions of the crown and patriot forces on “Hessian” hill, trained in 18th century 
militia drills and learned what soldiers ate while on the march. If these students are any indication, the future 
of the battlefield will be in good hands!

                     Berlin fourth grade students “victorious” on Hessian Hill. Is that a casualty in front?



EXPLORING THE BATTLEFIELD

Stepping Over History?

In August of 2000, archaeologists investigated disassembled steps in front of the Caretaker’s House. 
Their investigation has been rumored locally to have been a part of a clandestine search for Baum’s gold. The 
reality is less fanciful but perhaps more macabre.
In 1999, a mysterious note was affixed to the door of the Caretaker’s House, also known as the Barnett House. 
A transcription of an old letter was left by a descendent of Barnett. It read in part:

My great-grandfather owned the land just across from where the Battle of Bennington was fought, and 
Mary saw a basket of [shells] or rifle balls that was picked up on the hillside of the farm that spent 
themselves there from the battle. The front doorstep of the house is an immense granite or slate slab 
under which six or seven Red Coats were buried. My great grandfather helped to bury them there after 
the battle. (Adda Woolley to Guy Strambaugh, 1900)

The mentioned of “Red Coats” merits some investigation. It may be that the author has conflated the 
Germans with professional British troops. The only Red Coats in the battle would have been Fraser’s Company 
of Select Marksmen. “Rangers” are noted on the Durnford map of the battle at the dragoon hilltop breastworks 
and bridge positions. It is possible that their dead could have numbered around six. 

A small number of men did actually manage to make their way back to Burgoyne's main army. Late on 

the night of August 16th-17th, five Marksmen arrived at the Battenkill camp, followed on the 18th by 
Fraser and two privates. If any others made it back, the existing records do not say. Of the Marksmen 
officers, it is recorded that Lieutenant Wright was killed, that Ensigns Johnson and Sallans, and Cornet 
Grant were  wounded and captured. Other officers may have been among the captured thirty-seven 
British soldiers taken at Bennington. The exact number of Marksmen killed is unknown. In short, the 
Marksmen had been almost totally wiped-out. (Stephen Stratch, “A Memoir of the Exploits of Captain 
Alexander Fraser and Hist Company of British Marksmen 1776-1777 [Continued], Journal of the 
Society for Army Historical Research, Vol. 63, No. 255, p. 171)

       Steps of the Barnett House undergoing repair.     



The steps were in a state of disrepair, and needed to be rebuilt. The concern was that doing so could disturb 
burials. The steps were built up around a mound of fill consisting of loose shale and large rocks suspended in sandy 
loam. This mound was investigated, as was the ground below to a depth of more than 2 feet. This represented the 
area that could reasonably be disturbed during the rehabilitation.

The results failed to turn up anything but a mix of modern and 19th century junk. While it is possible that 
the “red coats” remain to be found at a deeper level, it seems unlikely. Other sources point to potato pits as the 
nearest location of mass burials after the battle. It is unclear why the site of steps, constructed c. 1840, would have 
recommended itself to those cleaning up the battlefield in 1777. 

It is suspected that the Barnett House stands on or near the footprint of the Beardsley cabin, but it seems a 
stretch that the doorways to both structures would perfectly align. We have from Barnett via Asa Fitch himself a story of 
the discovery of human remains around 1812, prior to the constriction of the present house, that is silent on the subject of the 
steps. The family story seems likely to capture the spirit of the truth (that there were burials of expedience after the battle) if 
not the precise details.

Adapted from an untitled memo prepared by Chuck Florance, March 27, 2001.

EXPLORING THE BATTLEFIELD
(cont.)

Barnett Homestead on Caretakers Road at the Bennington Battlefield.



YOUNG HISTORIANS

As an important part of the Friends of the Bennington Battlefield's mission statement includes 
educational goals, our programming for students has developed toward a more engaging, hands-on 
approach, with knowledgeable interpreters and living history activities. We hope to spark young peoples' 
curiosity, and encourage them to investigate our history further. 

Below, we present a short article written by one of our school participants, a fourth-grader.

Sybil Ludington: Midnight Rider
By: Sophia White

4th Grader 
Hoosick Falls Central School

Sybil Ludington had a huge impact on New York State. Sybil Ludington had a lot 
of responsibilities but she was still able to do so much for us. Sybil Ludington’s family 
was important. Her father, Colonel Henry Ludington, was a volunteer in the militia. Her 
mom was, Abigail Ludington. Sybil was the oldest of 12 children.

While Sybil Ludington was alive the American Revolutionary war was going on. 
She tried to protect people. Sybil warned the local militia about the advance of the British 
troops toward Danbury, Connecticut. She rode her horse, Star, through the night, in order 
to muster her father’s men. She had a stick to knock on people’s doors because she was 
told not to dismount her horse. The area she was riding through was patrolled by 
renegade soldiers, known as Cowboys and Skinners. Loyalist Cowboys, and patriot 
Skinners were both known to be lawless characters, who might harm a lone traveler. 
Sybil was very brave to ride through this territory alone that night.

Sybil Ludington impacted New York State history by helping in the American 
Revolutionary war. She rode 40 miles on her horse, Star. She warned 400 militiamen. Her 
actions affected New York State so much. Now there’s a statue of her in Carmel, New 
York. She is an amazing person. If she didn’t warn anybody 400 militiamen wouldn’t 
have made it to Danbury.

Sybil Ludington was very brave and courageous. She made such a big impact on 
New York. She had so many responsibilities and she still did this. She also faced great 
risks to her own safety because of the dangerous places she rode through. She has so 
much dedication to the cause of American freedom that she was willing to face these 
challenges to help protect our country.



LEGEND VS HISTORY
By Phyllis Chapman

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES

A scholar will say the difference between legend and history is that the latter is documented and 
supported by evidence.  The more primary sources, the better the provenance, the more solid the historical tale. 
But- what happens when reasonable sources conflict? Or, as is often the case, very little solid evidence remains?

For some societies, history relies upon oral tradition, residing within an individual or individuals that 
have absorbed that history from their elders and relay it to following generations. It has often been found to be a 
quite reliable, if an “undocumented” form of historical narrative. 

The word “legend”, to many people, implies tall tales or a larger-than-life character,not necessarily real. 
To serious historians, the word implies moving away from facts to the realm of the fictional.

Yet, legends abound, and are oft repeated, still accepted by some as fact. Betsy Ross sewing the first 
American flag, assuring Gen. Washington that five-pointed stars would be better. Little George Washington and 
the cherry tree. Paul Revere, riding alone through the night to rouse everyone with “The British are coming.” 
Legends definitely have their appeal; they are exciting, make a hero out of someone who would otherwise be lost 
to history, or even bring lofty characters down to earth a bit. 

In this issue of our newsletter, we have two articles about historic legends: a tale about the steps of the 
Barnett House, and another written by a 4th grade student about a young woman whose exploits exist in the 
murky in-between of history and legend: Sybil Ludington.

Depending upon where you are or whom you ask, her story of riding through the night to raise her father's 
militia in response to the British burning of Danbury, Connecticut on April 26, 1777, is either true, or an 
inspiring fairy tale. 

Sybil's story was first published in 1880 by a local historian from Putnam County, NY, Martha Lamb. 
She may have heard the story from Sybil's descendants; there is a suggestion that Sybil's father, Col. Henry 
Ludington, mentioned it in his memoirs. Lamb made use of court records, genealogies, and letters documenting 
Sybil's life, but any primary record of her ride is conspicuously absent.  Another historian, Paula Hunt, has 
provided a detailed account of the story, and how it has been presented publicly, but refrains from pronouncing it 
authentic. The National DAR no longer accepts the story as accurate, but the chapter of that group near Sybil's 
home, of course, holds the opposite position!

Sybil's tale is by far not the only enduring legend from the American Revolution. Separating fact from 
fiction gets very sticky in an era of widespread illiteracy, little in the way of mass communications, even readily 
available pen and ink. How many letters from that period still remain? Is it possible to  take contemporary 
newspaper accounts, diaries, and histories at their word?  With a small percentage of the population literate, and 
the slow pace of transportation, the parts played, particularly by women, children, the poor, and slaves are likely 
to have been lost to us. However, one point can be asserted with a degree of validity; in a war that was taking 
place all around them, everyone emerged from it with their stories to tell.

Legends seem to flourish in that realm of the unknown. Thousands of women, “camp followers” traveled 
with both the Continental and British armies (to Gen. Washington's irritation). Theirs was a case of simple 
practicality- they had no where else to go, or no means of support with their husbands or fathers away to war. 
The legend of “Molly Pitcher” originates within this group; the courageous woman assisting her husband at the 
cannon, taking his place when he is killed. Some say with absolute certainty that she was Mary Ludwig Hayes, 
from Pennsylvania, who performed her feat at the Battle of Monmouth, June 28, 1778. No! Say others- it was 
most definitely Margaret Corbin at the Battle of Fort Washington, New  York in 1776, who not only took her 
husbands' place, but was severely wounded  as well. 

In 1926, the Daughters of the American Revolution believed they had found Margaret's grave in the old 
Highland Falls Cemetery, and arranged to have her remains re-buried with full military honors at West Point. 



FRIENDS OF THE BENNINGTON BATTLEFIELD MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT FORM

Attached is our membership form for 2019. Given that our dues are quite modest, we hope that as many 
history-minded folks as possible will join and support our organization. 

Detach and mail the completed form
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Friends of the Bennington Battlefield
PO Box 251

Hoosick Falls, NY 12090

2019 Membership Form

Name:____________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________

Town/City: __________________________State:_________Zipcode:_________

Email Address:____________________ ____Phone No.___________________

Membership Categories: Please check which applies

Individual/Family: $15.00______ Business: $ 30.00______ Patron: $50.00______

Please make checks payable to The Friends of the Bennington Battlefield and mail to:
PO Box 251, Hoosick Falls, NY 12090

Thank you for your support!

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES (cont.)

A fitting epilogue to a female legend- except that in 2016, during a repair of the gravesite, the bones were 
once again examined forensically and determined to be that of a male living during the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries! The search continues.

It might be worth asking- how much does it matter who or what precisely prompted these legends? No, 
these acts, names, places can no longer be authenticated. While legends bear the stamp of fiction, isn't it equally 
possible that such incidents did take place- more than once, in fact? In other words, we can't say that such things 
didn't happen- the legends may have some veracity. Perhaps they serve to represent those whose experiences and 
heroism will never be known.

A rowboat can be designated “Sally J” or a “water craft”, but it still performs the same function. I leave it 
to historian Paula Hunt to designate the function of legend:

 
“Sybil's ride embraces the mythical meanings and values expressed in the country's founding. As an individual, 
she represents Americans' persistent need to find and create heroes who embody prevalent attitudes and beliefs.
[21] “

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sybil_Ludington#cite_note-:0-21


SUMMER 2019 BATTLEFIELD CALENDAR

June 26th at 6:00 PM the book group will meet to discuss Nathaniel Philbrick’s Bunker Hill at the 
Walloomsac Taproom (50 Factory Hill Road, North Hoosick, NY).

  
July 7th at 10:00 AM we will offer an “early bird” tour of the main areas of the First Engagement of the 
battle.  Some driving is required to travel between the three stops. Visitors will meet under the flagpole.
  
July 20th at 1:00 PM Historic Site Assistant David Pitlyk will deliver a presentation on the Battle of 
Bennington for the Riders Mills Historical Association at the schoolhouse located at Riders Mills  Road 
and  Drowne Road,  Old Chatham NY.
  
July 25th at 4:00 PM the Friends of the Bennington Battlefield will meet at 30 Caretakers Road, Hoosick 
Falls, NY for a trustee meeting.
  
July 27th at 7:00 PM there will be a Fireside History presentation. The subject will be cannon at the 
Battle of Bennington. Visitors will meet near the upper parking area and enjoy an open fire and 
refreshments.
  
August 3rd at 4:00 PM there will be a guided hike of the Battle Loop Trail. Visitors will meet under the 
flagpole.

  
August 16th at 7:00 PM the Friends of the Bennington Battlefield will host the annual commemoration 
of the Battle of Bennington. The program will include DAR and SAR representatives and students from 
Hoosick Falls. The ceremony will take place near the flagpole.
  
August 17th at 11:00 AM Park Ranger Eric Schnitzer of the Saratoga National Historical Park will 
present on his new collaboration, Don Troiani's Campaign to Saratoga - 1777: The Turning Point of the 
Revolutionary War in Paintings, Artifacts, and Historical Narrative. Copies of the book will be available 
for purchase. The program will be held in the Caretakers House (30 Caretakers Road, Hoosick Falls, NY).
  
August 18th, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM: Tours of the battlefield will be available to interested visitors. 
Groups will meet under the flagpole.
  
August 31st at 12:00 PM the battlefield will host Volunteer Day at the Tory Fort. We will be arranging 
small logs at the Tory Fort. Work gloves are recommended.  Refreshments will be served to participants. 
Parking will be available on the grounds of the Barnett House (30 Caretakers Road, Hoosick Falls, NY).
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